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“I was just so happy to see the hard work of so many people - myself included - 
come to fruition.”  It was meant to happen. 

Aaron Guttenplan, a resident of Lansdale and a member of Boy Scout Troop 461 
in Souderton, wanted to do something to  
benefit his high school for his Eagle Scout  
project.  Christopher Dock Mennonite High 
School, thanks to their environmental science 
teacher, had just received a grant to build a rain 
garden on their campus, but needed someone 
to design and build it. 
 

Over a 5-month period, Aaron led a team 
of 45 volunteers in planning, designing and installing a rain garden on 
their campus.  This included many hours 

working with and coordinating schedules for 
everyone from the principal to the backhoe 
operator at Dock, from his scoutmaster to the 
boy scouts in his troop, and from  
conservation district staff to vendors and  
designers.  
The project was designed to meet criteria set 
forth by Partnership for the Delaware  
Estuary through the Schuylkill River  
Restoration Fund which provided Aaron with  
a budget of $5,000. Montgomery County Conservation District administered the funds 
and provided oversight for the design and installation. The project took 375 volunteer 
hours, and Aaron was able to complete the rain garden on time and on budget.  
 

Today, 17 months later, the rain garden is thriving.  It’s not only  
beautiful; more importantly, it’s functional. The rain garden captures 
storm water from the hillside before it enters nearby Groff Pond.  

This keeps sediment from entering the pond and  
therefore the rest of the Perkiomen Creek  
watershed. It helps to improve water quality, acts 
as a storm water retention facility and provides  
another natural habitat on an already beautiful 
campus. 

Aaron is a 2010 graduate of Souderton Charter 
School Collaborative and a 2014 graduate of  

Christopher Dock           Mennonite HS. He currently 
attends Syracuse University School of Architecture.  
With the rain garden as a foundation on which to build, 
Aaron hopes to make his mark on the environment.  


